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A —_ a. Pry 


Dear Friend, 

Oraſmuch as after your reading the 
ſeveral Diſcourſes I have ſent you, 
trending to prove the Singleneſs of 
the Divine Being, you ſtill remain, 
you ſay, in your firſt received Opj- 

nion a Trinitarian; I ſhall yet eflay whether 
I my ſelf cannot at length convince you, of 
that which ro me is the moſt plain and ap- 
parent Truth, rhe Divine Unity ; and which, 
in regard to the Glory of God, and Good 
of Men, I reckon my Duty to perſwade, 
And although the many Treatifes which 
have been writ by divers good and learned 
Men, ſeem ro me ſuch as that there need 
no more be ſaid in this Controverſy ; yet I 
am in ſome hopes that I may offer ſomething 
to your Confideration in a Method that may 
be yet more likely ro clear your Jungmene, 
when I know you are one of thoſe who can 
read without condemning firſt, and have 
Patience enough to look over, even what 
you don't like, and ſufpend your Judgment 
rill you have read. I know you love the 
Truth, and none bur ſuch can be well. dif- 
cours'd with. 


I ſhall therefore Fir/?, offer you ſome Ge- 
neral Rules which -muſt of neceſſity be uſed 
in judging not only in this, bur in other 
Matters, if we reſolve not to be deceived. 

Secondly, I ſhall endeavour, according to 
thoſe Rules, briefly to clear the Controverſy 
berween Us. 


And the Fir} Rule I ſhall lay down is 


this : That whatſoever is diſcours'd of any 
Matter, ought to be ſpoken in Words that 
are well underſtood. He that uferh Words 
his Hearer underſtands nor, is fo far a Barba- 
rianto him, and uſeleſs; and he that urrers 
Words he himſelf underſtands not, makes 
himſelf ſo bur as a Parrot. God has cauſed 
the admirable Contrivance of Speech, that 
by certain Sounds we communicate our 
Thoughts to one another: and as thoſe 
Sounds have no naturalSignifications in them- 
felves, their Betoknings are to be known and 
derermin'd only by Uſe ; ſo that that which 
a Word is moſt generally uſed to ſignify, is 
the moſt proper meaning of it. Burt when 
a Word is uſed for divers things, or we un- 
dertake to make, or alter Words, it is neceſ- 
fary to tell our meaning by them, that ſo we 
may have a certain Agreement in one ano- 
rhers Minds. There is no Language, I be- 
lieve, ſpoken by any conſiderable part of 
Mankind, bur 1s capable of expreſſing their 
Minds ſufficiently ; nor is our Engliſh behind 
any inaptneſs ro ſpeak the Minds of Engliſh 
Men, and I think they would do well (efpe- 
cially our Preachers, whoſe Diſcourſes are, or 
ought to be of greateſt Concern) to ſpeak 
ir more clean ; and in ſo doing our Scholars, 
who are commonly tond of ſhewing their 
Learning, would do it more than in larding 
their Diſcourſes with Greek and Latin, and 
other Barbariſms, which if truly rendred 
into Engliſh, would be ſometimes little ber- 
ter than Nonſenſe. 

Secondly, When by an Agrcemeat in the 
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ufe of Words, we as clearly as poſſible have 
madeknown-our Thoughts ro one anerher, 
then every Man muſt judg for. himſelf, 
Though another Man fay a thing is apparent 
ro his Underſtanding, it is nothing to me 
till ix is 1o to mine, If a thing be clear ro 
me,*T catinor'btir bekeve ir ; it it be nor ſo, 
I have nov good Cauſe to affirm ir. I have 
no reaſon, nor 1s it always ſafe to aſſert, or 
deny a thing meerly becauſe another Man 
does ſo. Bur yer we daily fee that it is the 
ſirongeſt Argument many Men have to be 
of xlits or that Belicf, becauſe thoſe rhey 
eſteem do believe ſo. It is a thouſand ro 
one bur Children (ftcr ſome time ar leaſt) will 
be of their Parents Opimon, if bred up by 
them, unleſs rheir Unkindneſs very much 
_ difguſt chem. The Opinion of the Learn- 
Ing and Picty of ſach and ſuch Men, much 
prevails with rhoſe that fir under their Teach- 
ings, to take all they fay upon traft : Diſ- 
centi credendn;m eſt, that the Learner muſt 
believe, has been a Maxim many times abuſ- 
ed. 'And fome I have met with would by 
no Argument be brought ro donbr of an 
Opinion becauſe they rhoughr it impoſſible, 
or inconfiſtent with the Goodneſs of God, 
that fo many holy Men for fo many Ages, 
who held ir, fhottld be decerved ; not con- 
fidering that Chriſt's Diſcrples themſelves 
were ſometimes under Miſtakes. Bur we, 
x we will a& like wife Men, muſt try all 
things, and hold faſt that we find right ; we 
muſt try Do@rines by all proper Methods, 
and not truſt roo much to the Words of 
Men, for all 'Men are fallible (Chriſt only 
excepted) and ſomerimes deceived. Tho 
the good Opinion I ought to have of Men, 
engages me not preſently ro condemn them 
as Liars, though: they afhrm -things I rhink 
unlikely ; yet the Conſcience of good will 
to my felt I find in me, that I can never 
defire to be deceived,' obliges me nor to give 
my own Judgment the lie, for the Au- 
thoriry of any Man. For as .none 1s Lord 
of our Conſciences but God, fo none-1s 
*rightful Maſter of our Underſtandings, bur 
"Ye who cannot deceive. | 
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No created Authority otherwiſe than by 
convincing Arguments can rightly demand 
our Belict. The vaſt Time ſome Men have 
ſpent in ſearching our the Opinions of for- 
mer Ages, 1s very little to the purpoſe in 
relation ro the Proof of Truth ir ſelf ; for 
rhe Queſtton is, whether rhis or that Do- 
Arine be true. Ir is very weakly faid, it is, 
becauſe ſuch a one faid ſo, or ir was the 
Opinion of ſuch an Age, tho we had a cer- 
tain Account of ir, and it were within the 
three firſt Centuries. The Antiquity of an 
Opinion fignifes nothing, as to the truth of 
it: 1f it did, we are moſt properly the An- 
rienrs, and our Time the Age of the Wortd. 
Your or my afhrming a thing, 1s as good 
Authority as any, unleſs that of thoſe you 
can prove not only inſpired, but inſpir'd in 
the very Aﬀertions you bring their Aucho- 
rity to prove. 

Thirdly, We muſt not be too haſty, or 
eaſy to conclude a thing ; bur according as 
we find it more or leſs apparent, we muſt 
take more or lefs rtme and pains in examin- 
ing it, ſappoſing ita Matter weare concern'd 
in. Andif it be that in which it is dange- 
rous to be deceived, we cannot wiſely re- 
ceive ir, till we have made it our ſo plain, 
that we can find no caufe to doubr of it. 
We have all from Childhood rook up many 
Opinions ot things as Truths, without Con- 
{1deration, which we call Prejudices, or 
things believed betore Judgment ; which if 
we will be wiſe, we muſt doubt all over 
again, and examine till we either find cauſe 


to reject them, or having try'd them to che 


uttermoſt, they remain to us unqueſtiona- 
ble, and truly the Obje&ts of our Under- 
ſtanding. Truth only can be the Obje& of 
rhe Underſtanding; for a Man cannot know 
that which is nor, or a thing to be other- 
wiſe than it is: he may ſuppoſe a thing to 
be other than it is, (bur he cannot know it 
to be ſo; to ſay-he may, 1s a Contradicion. 


Now there are but three Ways whereby 
the 'Kfiowledg of things can poſſibly come 
into our Minds, 

Firſt, 
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Firft, By Senſe. 
Secondly, By Reaſon. 
Thirdly, By Revelation. 


Firft, By Senſe. I do not mean only, 
choſe Perceprions we have of Bodies, by 
means of our Bodily Organs ; bur thoſe alfo, 
or rather and eſpecially which we have in 
onr Minds of menral things, withour ar- 
guing., or reafoning; a kind of Paſſive 
Knowleds, which we don't fo properly get 
as receive, which ſo foon as rhe Objett 18 
preſented, 'or the Thought comes mrto our 
Mind, is ſelf-evident, which we may call 
Gur y61pa1 £v0i2r, Or common Notions, of 
wiich we can neither doubt nor give a 
Reafon, unleſs that God has mate things ſo 
and ſo, and wills we fhould apprehend, or 
think of them as they are. As tor inſtance, 
rhar weare, and think fo and 1o, are pleas'd, 
or difpleas'd ; Two and one 1s Three; The 
Whole is more than a Part ; ContradifGtions 


cannot Þe rrue, as a thing cannor be, and 


nct be at the fame time ; Black and Whire 
are not the ſame. He that ſhould go to dif- 
pute or reafon of rhe Trurh of rheſe, would 
fhew himfelr unfr for Difpute, or void of 
Reaſon. 

Secondly,We have a Faculty of confidering, 
diſcouriing, reaſcning, retieQing, or arguing 
from theſe firſt Norions,and thence deducing 
and concluding things at firſt leſs evident. 
This we call Reaſon, or Reaſoning, a Faculty, 
or Power of increaſing our Knowledg 
by induſtry, whereby 1t we rightly proceed 
we may come to an abſolute Cerrainry 1n 
many things at firſt lefs apparent. As for 
Example, I am certain by Senſe or Experi- 
ence, thar I defire, and thar I cannot always 
ſatisfy or fulfil my Defire, bur am inſufti- 
cient. This 1s the firſt, and fſelt-evident 
Knowleds, Then I come to reafon, or 
argue ; 

If I am ner ſaſiczerr for my ſelf, can- 
nor always pleaſe my felt, want ſome go2d, 
- and muſt be beho!den to ſometaning clſe, or 
can't be happy, I am nor ſelf-exiftent : for 


that which wants ſomething it cannot give 
17 ſelf, might have wanted more and more, 
Being and all; and that which may have an 
Addition to 1ts Being, and cannor give ir, 
could leſs be of it felt, or its own Cauſe. 
Bur I find I am, therefore I muſt have ano- 
ther my Cauſe, and this Cauſe is God. | 

Thirdly, To the Knowleds Man receives, 
and gers by theſe rwo ways, God has added 
a more ſpecial Help, expreſs Revelation, 
immediately caufing fome Men to know 
fome things, and declaxe 'them to others, 
which chey would either not ar all, or ner 
fo eafily have come to the knowledg ct, 
without ſuch a particular Inſtruction. As 
what God will do, or Man fhall be, tor the 
furure ; what is God's ſpecial Will ro Man 
inſome particular Circumftances, gc. which 
notices of his Mind and Will Gad gave ar 
ſundry times, and in divers manners to the 
Prophets of old, but moſt fully and clearly 
in later times by Chriſt and kis Apoſtles; 
the Account whereof, which we have in 
writing, is that which we call the Holy 
SCIiPture. 

By one or other of theſe three Lights, or 
rwo, or all conjoin'd, we muft of necefſi- 
ty come to the Knowledg of all we are capa- 
ble of knowing, and by them rightly ufed 
the Conrroverly berwixt ws muſt needs hte 
decided, And that we may the ſooner come 
to a Satisfaction therein, let us take along 
with us theſe two or three Confiderat:- 
ONE, 

Firſt, That theſe Lights muſt nor be 
oppos'd to one another. Our Senſations 
are given us as a Ground to work upon, and 
our Reaſon as means to affiſt and compylear 
the Knowledg we receive by Senfatior, 


And Revelation can be received but by means 


of the two former. We cannot without 
the greateſt Folly ſippote a thing can be re- 
vealed to us contrary to our Senſe or Rea- 
ſon : for example, God cannot be ſuppoſed 
ro tell us that White is Black; or that a Parc 
15 as great as the Whole; that Two and One js 
nct Three ; or that he thar can do all things 
cannot raiſe a dead Man; thata Debr.tbar is 
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reely forgiven, is fully paid, Cc. But 
God has given us ſeveral degrees of Revela- 
tion in Scripture ; ſome things are fo clearly 
expreſs'd that we can have no doubr abour 
them, when once we hear the words, other 
things are reveal'd bur if part, .or in ſuch 
words that we muſt uſe our Reaſon in find- 
ing out the Senſe of them, till which 1s 
Found, it is properly no Revelation to us. 
Wharſoever is given us as a Revelation muſt 
either be evident preſently, or be proved by 
Reaſon or Arguments to be ſuch, before we 
can well recewe it as a Revelation. We 
have no Cauſe or Pretence to believe the 
Scripture to be the Word of God, bur thar 
we can give Reaſons why we do fo, or that 
this or that is the meaning of a Text of 
Scripture, if it be contrary to our clear No- 
tions. It we have no Rule to judg what is 
Scripture, or what is the Senſe of whar 
is believed to be ſo, ir will be indifferenc 
what we believe or disbelieve abour it : 
And whatever we judg or receive, muſt be 
according to our ſelves, or the Capacities of 
our Beings. I know thoſe that hold the 
Docrine of a Trinity in God, or Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, or ſuch-like unreaſonable Opi- 
nions, cry out mightily againſt Reaſon, and 
rell us, and perſwade whom they can, that 
the Unitarians exalr Reaſon roo much, Hu- 
man Reaſon, Corrupt Reaſon, Carnal Rea- 
ſon, and ſer ir above Faith, to which it 
eughr to yield. Let us conſider the Mater. 
They themſelves cannor deny bur that they 
uſe their Reaſon ar cther times 1n proving 
the Scripture to be of Divine Authority, 
and in finding and giving the Senfe of ir : 
why ſhould they exclaim againſt us tor uſ- 
ing the ſame Faculty in underſtanding thoſe 
Scriptures controverred berwixt us ? Why 15 
it ? If we may be allowed art all to ſay why, 
i know nor, unleſs rhey are reſolved to 
believe ſome things they have tound no good 
Cauſe fo to do, or rather would have orhers 
believe things without Conſideration, which 
make for their Incereſt., Bur why may we 
nat conſider, or reaſon with our ſelves? (to 
Lemand a better Cauſe) Is conſidering the 
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agreement of Opinions not to be uſed ? Is 
this Carnal Reaſon to be condemned ? Ng 
certainly, £n implicice puzzled Faith is 
_ _ - Let us conſider what 
the Carnal Reaſon, or geoynue oey 35, Will 
dom of the Fleſh ——— in 6 Hoc 
is; 1t is faid to be Enmity againſt God, and 
not ſubje&t to his Law, and to be Death. 
But the Reaſon we would have Men uſe 
rells us, Thar God is our Author, Sove- 
reign, and greateſt Benefaftor ; therefore 
we are bound to love him wich our higheſt 
Love, that we can live, move, and be, only 
by his Power, and be happy bur in his Fa- 
vour, and in loving him ; thar if we hate - 
and diſobey him, we turn from the Life or 
Bliſs of our Souls, The Wiſdom or Rea- 
fon of the Fleſh, finful Reaſon, can be 
thought to be noching, bur our inordinate 
Inclinatton ro, and too much following af- 
ter the Satisfation of thoſe Appetites we 
have by occaſion of the Body, rhe difor- 
derly ſatisfying of our Senſes, the Luſt of 
the Fleſh, and Luſt of the Eyes, and the 
Pride of Life, which the Reaſon, or Confi- 
deration we plead for, tells us is not beſt for 
us, and on that account difpleaſing to God, 
who wills us nothing bur what rends to our 
Happineſs. As for example, The Reaſon of 
the Fleſh perſwades the Drunkard inordi- 
nately to ſeek ſtrong Drink: The Reaſon 
of the Spirit or Mind tells him, when he 
will let it ſpeak, that it is hurttul to him 

and injurious to others. The Carnal Rea- 
ſon of the Whore-monger perſwades him 
to follow unclean or ſtrange Women; - the 
Reaſon of the Spirit tells him ir is unjuſt 

and may prove his DeſtruQtion, The cor- 
rupt Reaſon of the covetous May bids him 
keep his own, takecare for himſelf; when 
the Reaſon of the Mind, or right reaſoning 
rells him he has to ſpare, and his poor Bro- 
ther's Condition requires his Aſſiſtance. 
Carnal Reaſon tells a Trinitarian Preacher, if 
he ſhould turn Unitarian, and not diſemble 
ir, he will go near to loſe his Stipend 

and Eſteem wich the Mulritude : what the 
Reaſon of the Spirit will cell him, he 
may 


may find by due Attenticn. 

Bur that any ſhould cry down the uſe 
of their Reaſon I ſee no greater Cauſe, 
than that their Wills are inclinable to ſome- 
thing or other, which rheir Underſtandings 
are ready to diſprove, and that they have 
a mind to have their Wills upon others, 
they would perfwade to that Intent our 
of their Reafons. Carnal, eorrupr, finful 
. Reaſon wediſclaim as much as any ; bur rhe 
Faculry of Reaſoning, or diſcourſing with 
our ſelves or others, the Coni'deration of 
Cauſes and Evidences, comparing of Ideas, 
is no way againſt the Faith.of a Chriſtian, 
No, Faith comes by hearing, Rom. 10. 17. 
not the hearing of the outward Ear only, 
bur of the Mind or Underftandmmg. We read 
of the: hearing or Obedience of Faith, bur 
there muſt be a Convifttion that what 
we hear js true, in order to our believing 
and obeying it. The Bereans were faid 
to be more noble for conſidering what 
they heard, and proving it to be true 'ere 
they believed it, Ads 17, 11. though 
Paul himſelf preached ro them. Faith is 
faid to be the Evidence of things not ſeen, 
Heb, 11. 1. The Word Eaiy © fignifies 
an Argumentation, or Proof by Argument, 
Had there been no need of Argument ro 
perſwade the Faith of ſome things even 
Chriſt and his Diſciples taughr, Miracles 
had been uſeleſs; but the Conſideration of 
thoſe miraculous Works, apparently above 
the Power of Creatures to perform, . was a 
rational Argument to perſwade that thoſe 
Dodrines God owned by his going out of 
his common way in Nature by ſuch extraor- 
dinary Signs, muſt needs be true, it being im- 
poſſible that God ſhould concur to perſwade 
a'Lie, We are cxhorced to be ready to give 
2 Reaſon of the Hope thar is in us; and we 
can never: underſtand any Scripture in a 
Senſe contrary to Reaſon : and though we 
think we are bound to believe that what- 
foever Gcd faith 1s true, albeir we don't un- 
derſtand it, yer we can never believe the 
Truths God 1s ſuppoſed to tell us, till we 


know what they are, nor well belieye God. 


faith a thing rill it appear likely to be true-- 
And whatever is ſuppoſed to te above, or 
roo great for our Underſtanding, cannot be 
ſuppoſed to be revealed ; that were a Contra- 
dion : and that ſome think they ſuffici- 
ently folve the Matter by ſaying that the 
Nuod is revealed, though not the Quomoao, 
char the thing is, tho not how it is, wen't do 
in the Inſtances rhey bring ir for: as for 
example, they ſay it is revealed, that the 
Father, Son, and Spirit are one Being, rho 
it is not revealed how they can te fo; or, 
that God and Man makes but one Perſon, 
tho . not how it can be. I anſiver, that noc 
only how thefe things can be, but that they 
are or can be ſo, isalike unintelligtble and in- 
comprehenſible, and conſequently can be no 
Revelation,any more than the how : bur as for 
God's Eternicy,tho rhe h5w is ſuppoſed above 
our Underſtanding,yet that Gcd is erernal,yea 
muſt needs be ſo, is not only revcal'd, and ſo 
intelligible, but apparent as well as his Sufh- 
ciency, or any other Attribute, by Reaſon 
withour Revelation. Of which, 

Secondly, We have this as a Rule, That 
we muſt never take any Text of Scripture 
1a ſuch a Senſe as is contrary to anorker 
Text, for Contradi&ions cannot be true 
this would be to deſtroy the Authority of 
Scripture. It is known to all that read the 
Bible, thar there are ſeeming Contradiftions 
in it, bur they muſt be reconciled as much as 
poſſible : Bur nothing is more common wich 
Men than to oppoſe Text to Text, and from 
difficult and dark Places to prove (as they 
think) what they pleaſe : There are many 
Places hard to be underſtood, as all know ; 
and Peter teſtifies to be in the Epiſtles of 
Paul, 2 Pet. 3.16, but we muſt not cor» - 
clude any thing from an obſcure Place agair.ſt 
a clear one, no nor from. a few Texts a- 
gainſt many, much lefs from a. few dark 
ones againſt many clear ones : no, we muſt, . 
if we will a& like wiſe Men, believe the 
moſt and cleareſt Teſtimonies, and ſuſpend 
our Judgment as to the others, till we can 
underſtand them fo as.to reconcile them.. 


Thirdly, . 
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Thirdly, We muſt never underſtand any 
Text of Scripture in a Senfe contrary to 
the general Scope and Defign of Scrip- 
ture, which being apparently. good, and 
ſurable ro the Condition of Mankind, and 
becoming God, is the greateſt Argument 
for its Divine Authority : fo rthar no Text 
muſt be interprered, or Doftrine raught 
thence, ſo as that therefrom can be deduced 
apparently, or in real Conſequence, an evil 
Inference. This Trial of Truth by the 
Tendency of the Dodrine I have long 
thought moſt conſiderable,. tho ſomerimes 
there may be ſome Difficulty in making ge- 
muine or natural Inferences : but the De- 
ſign of Scripture readily appears to be to 
bring Men from Sin by Repentance to God, 
and their Duty to him; and no Dodtrine 
that tends to hinder this, is likely to be true. 

I think ir is not ſo neceflary ro mind you 
of the Advantage of having Recourſe to the 
Original Tongues for the more exat&t Know- 
ledg of Scripture ; and in fo doing that 
we muſt rather conſult how the Words 
were commonly uſed in the Times and Pla- 
ces of the Writing of the ſeveral Books, than 
truſt ro Expofirors, who generally are of 
ſome Party, and commonly endeavour ra- 
ther to bring the Words to Senſes favour- 
mg their prejudicate Opinions, than go bring 
their Opinions to the apparent Senſe of Scrip- 
ture. Ineed not mention to you the diffte- 
rent Readings- and Diverſity of Copies, or 
the Faulrs of Copiers and Tranſlators, in 
giving roo much or roo little, in joining 
whar ought to be ſeparated, and ſeparating 
what ought robe join'd, or rendring Words 
falſe. I ſhall ſay nothing of whar may be 
taken or divinely inſpired, and what can- 
not. I think we have Scripture plain 
enough even in Engliſh, if reaſonably uſed, 
ro decide the Controverſy between us. 

To which I now come, and-ſhall ſtate rhe 
Queſtion as plainly as I can. . Thus : 

1. Whether God 1s but One fingle Perſon 
or Being, call'd rhe Farther. 

2. Or wherher the Godhead does not con- 
{iſt of three, (Perſons, or whart elſe you pleaſe 


to call them) the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

Before I give you the-Arguments that de- 
rermine my Anfiver to theſe Queſtions, L 
defire you to retle& and conſider, that as the 
Affirmative of the ſecond Queſtion is yer 
your Opinion, fo it is the Opinion you re- 
ceived from your Childhood, and imbib'd 
into as firm a Belief as you now have of it, 
before you were capable of Judging, or ar 
leaſt did ſer your felf ro contider ir. And 
that this is no good Ground far the continu; 
ing in the Belief of an Opinion ; nay tor this 
Cauſe you ought to ſuſpect it, and examine 
it. So I would defire you noiv, we come to 
the Trial of the Matter, that (for this time 
at leaſt) you will ſuppoſe your ſelf poſſibly 
in an Error herein, and venture a fair Trial, 
or elfe yau will be-yncapable of any Argy- 
ment. You need not-fear, Truth never 
loſes by coming to the Teſt. 

I ſuppoſe we are ſo far agreed in what we 
mean by God, as that we on both ſides rake 
him to be a Ecing that 1; ſelt-ſufficient, or 
of himſelf neceflary, and all-perte&. And 
rhe Scripture tells us he 15 Light and Love, 
that is, Underſtanding and Will, perfet Un- 
derſtanding, and abſolute good Will. Some 
have called him 6 ys8s, the Mind or Spirit, 
viz. the chief Mind, rhe ſelf-ſaFicient Mind, 
who knows and loves himſelf only neceflari- 
ly, or elſe he were not ſelt-ſufficient ; bur 
as he is all-wiſe, and all-powerful, he of his 
free Pleaſure excites in himſelf the Thoughts 
of Images, or Repreſentations of himſelf, 
and cauſes .them attually -ro be, viz. his 
Creatures. | 

The word Trinity we need ſay nothing to, 
(we are agreed it ſignifies a Threefoldnefs,) 
and that it is nor found in-Scripture, or ne- 
ceſlary, any more than the word Perſon, 
which we-find not there relating tochyzs Mar- 
ter. Nor 1s it now uſed inthe Senſe it was 
formerly by the Latins for one that as a 
part in a Play, or fo applicable to God ; bur 
by 1t 15 commonly underſtood ſome indivi- 
dual intelligent Being, a Self, or one by ic 
ſelf, ſeparate and diſtint from all —_ 

That 
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"That which can ſay, 7, or fe, in diſtinQi- 


on from all other Selfs or I's : Sothat two 
Perſons are not the ſeli-ſame, but two di- 
ſtint Beings, as rwo Men, two Angels, two 
Minds, one 1s not the cther, or can be the 
ſame. One Mind is one Perſon, and cannot 
be more, for there are no diſtin& and fepa- 
rate Beings in it; it there were, they would 
be ſo many diſtin& and ſeparate Minds, or 
Perſons. Bur the Body is not of it ſelf call'> 
a Perſon, it may be divided, and become 
Parts of other Bodies, and every Body is a 
part of the whole bodily World. The Body 
and Mind are not two Perſons, nor does the 
Body and Mind properly make a Man a Per- 
ſon, for the Body is bur a thing the Mind uſes. 


* Nor doesa Mind ceaſe to be a Perſon, tho 


unbodied, as Gcd 1s, and Angels are thought 
ro be z the Mind may be without the Body, 
and be confider'd without confidering the Bo- 
dy, and confider it felt and fay, 1, Me, but the 
Body can't do fo. When there are faid to 
be rwo or three Perſons, the common Senie 
and Meaning (and that 1s that we ought to 
rake it in) 15 that rhere are rwo or three in- 
relligent Beings, diſtin& by themſelves, as 
Peter, Fames, and Fohn. Bya Created Per- 
ſon is always underſtood, an imperte& de- 
pendent intelligent Being, By a Divine Per- 
ſon can be meant properly nothing bur rhe 
ſelf-ſufficient Mind, or God. 

Now to fay that God, the ſelf-ſufficient 
Mind, is three Perſons, is not good Sente ; 
bur ro ſay there are three Divine Pertons, 
che Senſe 15 all one as to ſay there are three 
Divine Beings, three Divine Minds, three 
Self-ſufficients, which is the ſame as ro ſay 
there are three Gods. Bur to fay vet there 
15 but one God, 1s but ro unſfay or contra- 
d1& what was ſaid before, Either there is 
bur one God, or there are more ; both. can- 
Rot, be true : but more Perſons are more di- 
ttin& Beings, and conſequently it they are 
Divine Perſons, are more Gods ; bur more 
Gods cannot be if we ſuppoſe God ſelt-ſuſi- 
cient, for whatever is ſeit-ſufficient, can have 
nothing elſe ſaid to be neceflary ; 'and what 
+: nor necefſary is not God. And that fome 


fay, tho three created Perſons, 'as a Farher, 
his Son, and one thar is neither of them, 
cannot be one Being, yet perhaps three Di- 
vine Perſons, a Divine Father, a Divine 
Son, and a Divine Spirit thar is neither Fa- 
ther nor Son, may be all one Eeing, 15 very 
fooliſh, and all one as to ſay, Abſurdities, or 
what ſeems untrue, or at leaſt what we don't 
know, cannor be affirmed of Creatures, but 
yer may of the Creator. Why I pray? 
may we venture to ſpeak what we don't ap- 
prehend of Ged, rather than of Men, or run 
the hazard of belying God, rather than his 
Creatures? He that aflerrts what he don'r 
underſtand in any Matter, ſeems not much 
atraid of being a Liar ; and it he affirms any 
ſuch thing of God, he becomes fo too bole 
for a ſober Man, I worder how any dare 
affirm any thing of God, which they conteſs 
they cannot conceive how it can be true. 1 
would wiſh them ro keep in mind that there 
can be no Revelation of that which is incon- 
ceivable ; God may indeed tell us there is 
ſomerhing inconceivable in his Being, and 
we have Reaſon to believe him, for our Rea- 
fon ir ſelf rells us fo, bur we cannor fay 
what it 15 while we ſuppoſe 1t inconceivable. 
Again ; if you will quit the word Perſon, 
or haye ir in an uncommon or improper 
Senſe, (and that 1s to leave us in Confuſion 
and Uncertainty oi your Meaning) if you 
Will only fay God is three or threetold, ir is 
alike untrue. For the Notion of God is 
fuch as agreeth only to one ſingle Mind, or 
incelligene Being, and one 1s different from 
three, Singlenels from Threetoldneſs, I 
wonder how Men can ſometimes ralk of 
God's keing the moſt fimple or ſingle Being, 
and the moſt high, gc. and rhen contra- 
dit themſelves, and ſay, tho he is fingle, 
ver he 1s not ſo, bur threefold. And again, 
tho he is three cr threefold, yer he is bur 
one, and ſingle ; or tho the Father is moſt 
high, greater than all, yet he hath one equal 
with him. Where two things are equal, 
neither can in any refpet be ſaid ro be the 
greater; to affirm ſo were the height ot Con- 

tradiction, 
B Agam ; 


Again ; if God be a Spifit, or Mind, and 
he hath made Man in his Image, ler us de- 
ſcend into our own Mind, and 1ee it we can 
find a Trinity in Man ; ſurely we may have 
Experience of what is in us, a Man knows 
the things of a Man. If Gcd be a Trinity, 
and Man his Image, Man muſt be an Image 
of that Trinity. If Man be an Image of 
Gcd, he is 1d as ro his Mind, tor God is not 
a Body, nor has a Body as a Conſtituent of 
his Eeing, becauſe Body is imperte&, and 
God has no Imperfection, And tho Bodies 
are in the remoreſt Senſe Images oft God, 
beenite rhey are, and are nor of themſelves, 
theretcre the Confideration of them points 
Out to vs God their Author, yer Man's Bo- 
dy is not an Image of any thing different in 
Ged, or a Perton, or coequal to the Mind, 
but quice of another nature, more ignoble 
ahd baſe. So then we will confider the Mind 
tor the ending our of this Image, where we 
may indced nnd ſeveral Modes of Thinking, 
as direct thinking on a Thing, Refle&ion on 
our own Thoughts, and the AQts of our W1ll 
about what we think on ; or in fewer Words, 
Underſtanding, Conſcience and Will, which 
ſome make a Trinity of, but have nor 
well confider'd the Marter ; for Underſtand- 
1ng and' Contcience differ nor, bur in reſpe&t 
vt the Objet, knowing ones own Thoughts 
being -Undcrftanding as much as knowing 
any thing elſe : fo that in a Mind there is 
preciſely bur a Duality, or Twofoldneſfs, 
Underſtanding and Will, which will not do 
the Buſineſs tor three; and as theſe are not 
id mach as tivo Perſons, much lets can they 
be call'd a Father, and a Son, or cither of 
them the PreduQ of the other, rather than 
the other of it ; and leaſt of all can there be 
tound a third rhar is neither Father, nor 
Son, but ſomerhing elſe, and (tor Contradi- 
ion ſake) yer the fame. No, theſe and 
what other Faculties we find in our Minds 
are eſfenrially one Perſon or Mind, the one 
thing Cogirarion ; nor are they Relations, 
Relatiomes (wnt diverſorum; as 'tis ſaid, Rela- 
tions are of divers things, not of one : and 
Gcd we muſt confeſs is more one than this 
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our Mind ; our Thoughts are ſome now, 
tome anon, ſomerimes applied ro rhis Ob- 
jet, ſometimes ro rhar, not all rogerher , 
ſometimes we conſider a thing without re- 
fleting, ſomerimes will we ſcarce know 
what. But God has none of thefe Imper- 
te&tions, he has no Diſſenitons from himſelf; 
he does not forger himſelf when he thinks 
on orher chings, nor other things when he 
tainks on himlelt, bur 1s perte&, and mere- 
Cogitarion. 

Befides, it the Underſtanding, Confſci) 
ence, and-Will in God, (if rhey were three 
be the Trinity, (as one, the moſt conſide- 
rable Trinitarian, would have) theſe are in 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt alone, 
or elſe he could nor be a perte& Mind, a 
Perſon, or Self, who 1s every where in 
Scripture ſpoken of, and apprehended as 
ſuch, having all rheſe atrribured to him as 
diſtin& from the Son : ſo that neither Chriſt 
nor the Holy Ghoſt can be eirher of theſe, 
bur have each their diſtin Underſtandings, 
Conſciences, and Wills of their own, as the 
Scripture every Where repreſents them. 
Now if the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
be a Perſon, as he is in Scripture always re- 
preſented, and I know no body dares deny ; 
and if he be a Divine Perſon, or God, as all 
acknowledg, there can be no other Divine 
Perſon, or God, befides him. Wharever 
Perſon is God, is the only God ; for one Ab- 
folure, All-perfe&, moſt High, excludes any 
other abſolute, all-perfe&, moſt high. The 
Father of Chriſt is an abſolute, all-pertect, 
moſt high Being, or elſe he is nor God at 
all ; but he is ſo, therefore he is the only 
God, 1 Cor. 8. Fohn 174 3. 
nor the Holy Ghoſt are atiy- where ſaid to 
be the only God, or moſt High, bur are ap- 
prehended in our Minds, as repreſented in 
Scripture, as real Perſons, diſtin& from rhe 
Father, and from one another. Chriſt is 
the Son of rhe Father : Nothing can be rhe 
Father or Son, much leſs Father and Son, of 
It ſelf: He faith to the Father, Not my Witl, 
but thine be done; which proves rwo Wills. 
The Holy Ghoft is neither the Father _ 

the 


Neither Chriſt. 
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the Son, he is faid to ſpeak nothing of him- 
felf but whar he hearecth. If the Farher be 
God, and the Son and Holy Ghoſt are 
others, not the ſelt-fameas the Father, the 
Father is the only God, therefore the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt arc not God. Thoſe who 
have endeavoured to perſwade a Trinity in 
God by Compariſons in bedily Nature, have 
been very inconfiderate, doing no better 
than to determine what God is, by compa- 
ring him ro that which is moſt unlike him. 


Nor is their Length, Breadth, and Thick-' 


neſs ; Sun, Light, and Hear ; Salt, Sulphur, 
and Mercury, that whereby we may illuſtrare 
what is in any Minds, much leſs jn the chief 
One, 

Again ; tho there could be ſuppos'd pre- 
cifely a Threetoldneſs in God, as three 
Mecgdes, three Names, three Attributes, yer 
the Matter would be ſpoil'd in the Applica- 
tion : for Sonſhip, to be begotten, to be 
anointed, to be ſent of God or Chriſt, ro 
proceed trom Ged or Chrift, can be neirher 
Perſons, Names, Attribures, Modes or Re- 
lations of and in God's Being, bur are things 
thar can be ſaid only of Creatures, becauſe 
they imply ſome Imperte&ions, as Inferio- 
rity, Production or Subjettion ; bur ſuch 
things are ſaid of Chriſt, and rhe Holy 
Ghoſt, therefore they are nor God. Nor 
can God have any Relation tro Creatures ne- 
ceflarily and cflentially, becauſe Creatures 
are not neceflary Beings. 

Nor can that be call'd a Generation or 
Origination, which never began to be gene- 
rared or originated. That which never be- 
ganto be doing was never done, or aniſhed ; 
ſo that Eternal Generation w1ll remain to be 
eternal Nonſenſe, or a Contradidtion, as 
much as Eternal Creation, which ſome. in- 
coniiderarely talk, Burt Nonſenſe and Ab- 
ſurditics theſe Men ſeem to love, who per- 
ſrade themjelves that what God begets or 
produces, muſt be eftentially the fame, or 
fuch as hunfelt; or that the Divin2 Nature 
can be that which is common to more than 
one, and ſuch like ſtuff, Let them conſider : 
To ſay God can beget any thing as great as 


Carl 


himſclr, fwere there any Colour in Scrip- 
rure for fiich a Notion) would nor be to at- 
frm any Perfection of him, bur an Imper- 
fedion : tor whatever God does, he docs et- 
ther necetfariiy, or not neceflarily ; it he ne- 
celiarily produce or bezer any orher thing, 
he himfelt 1: not ſuHcicar, becauſe ir 15 ſup- 
poſed there muſt needs be another, and con- 
icquentiy he 1s got Gcd, Ut ne beger or 
produce any thing that 1s ner neceilary, thar 
1s not God, and 1o canner be as great, Cr 
equal with him. Betides, it it were etlen- 
tial in God to Leger, he muſt do ic innnitely, 
and ſo beger more Gods for ever, Tho Crea- 
rures can beger their Equals, it 1s far trom 
being a Note of che greater Perfetiion, Nor 
is it by their own Power they beger, but by 
virtue of the Word of God, and tho they 
beget their Equals, yet the Eegorren 15 not 
che ſelt-ſame that begets, bur numerically 
and perfonaliy, or ſeparately anocher. Ir 1s 
no Ablurdiry ro fuppole more Creatures tnan 
one, becauſe none of them have more than 
partial Realiry, none of tem are abfolure 
or ſelt-ſufficienr. The Divine Nature ca:1- 
not be common ro more tian cone, becaute 


41t is always ſuperlative, moſt high, great- 


eſt, gc. and fo 1s the moſt proper, ſpecta!, 
ſingular, and diſtin Eeing, having nothing 
common with any Second, bur Being ony. 
Nor can Gcd be call'd a Father in relation 
to any thing he produces or begets, cilcn- 
tially or erernally in himlſelt, either Perſon, 
Relation, Mode, or what you will ſuppoſe ; 
but Fatherhood is an arbitrary Attribiite : as 
he pleaſeth ro be a Creator of his tree 
Will, ſo he is a Father only to his Crea- 
cures as he produces them, as alto 11 regard 
£5 his good Will, ro chem that are capable 
of Happineſs, He is the Farher ot Ciritt, 
eſpecially becaiiſe he produced him 1n a pe- 
culiar manner different irom all orner-Creg- 
tures, neither ty immediate Creation, as 
Adam, nor by common Generati 1, as all 
other Men, bur in an extiaordinary Way Cn 
a Virgin, Luke 1.24, 25. jt. 7. 14. and te- 
cauſe he loves him more than che reit, ut. 
3. 14. Maik 1. 11. Luk? 3, 22. Mate 17. 5. 
B 2 Mar b 
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Mark 9. 7.. Luke 9..35.. Adam was called 
the Son of God in a nearer Senſe than any his 
ſinful. Offspring, who came mediarely by 
him,. Luke 3. 38. God is call'd the Father 
of Spirits in a. nearer Senſe than of Bodics : 
The Father of Believers, as they are adopted, 
and morally regenerated. In ſhort, he. is 
the Father of all his Creatures, bur of ſome 
in nearer Senſe than others. : 
Again; the Union of any created Being 
wich God, as of the Man Chriſt wich God 
his Father, cannot be an eflential' or perſo- 
nal Union. For the Creature cannot pofli- 
bly be,. or become God, or the fſelt-ſame 
with him, and uncreated. God, the Selt- 
ſufficient Being, ſubſiſts.by himſelf withour 
the Creature, the Creature is nor neceſſary 
to him ; and what is not neceſflary cannot be 
eſſential ro, or of the Perſon, or Self of, 
God. Finite and Infinite cannor be one and 
the ſame ; to ſuppoſe fo is the Height of 
Abſurdiry. Whatſoever conſtirures a Perſon, 
1s that without which the Perſon cannot be, 
but God can be withour the Creature; there- 
fore there can be no perſonal Union be- 
Tween them. Nor will whatever Union can 
Poſſibly be berween Finite and Infinite, make 
3t that the Finite can be ſo much as called 
God in the ſame Senſe as the Infinite is. And 
whatſoever is a Creature in any Senſe, and 
{ imperfe&, or finite, cannot be ſaid to be 
uncreated, perte&, or infinite, as 1t is God, 
becauſe it is not God, being firſt ſuppoſed to 
be a Creature, . Nor can that which 1s God 
be ſaid ro be ignorant, impotent, or any 
way defeQive, as it 15 Man, . for God is nar 
Man at all. To fay Chriſt was ignorant of 
any thing, ſuffer'd, or received from . ano- 
ther, .as he was Man, but was all-knowing, 
impaſſible, . and ' ſeli-ſufficient, as he was 
God, is all one as to ſay the Creature, as it 
1s God, . is Omniſcient,, Almighty, &Fc. and 
God as he is a Creature 1s 1gnorant, 1mpo- 
rent;.04c. which is the greateſt Contradid&i- 
on. . It he be firſt affirm'd to be God, that 
Affirmation denies him to be Man, for God 
isnot-a Creature ; and if he be firſt affirm'd 
td be Man, he 15 thereby deny'd: to be God, 


for the Creature is nor God. Toaſirm a 
thing to be ſo and fo, and then to affirm ir 
to be infinitely orherwiſe, 1s as bad Senſe as 
to affirm a thing to be, and not be, at the 
ſame. time. It Man's Union with God 
makes him God,. God's Union with Man 
muſt likewiſe make him Man. Burt I think 
they do fay ſo who ſay God was made Fleſh, 
was here and there, and ſeen among Men ; 
ſuch People commonly have but groſs bodily 


Notions of God, and do nor. conceive of 


him as an all-ſuffticient, ſelf-ſufficient Mind, 
who is in no place nor thing eſſentially, bur 
in himſelf; and he himſelf is nor extended, 
or Extention, or Room, but pure Mind. 
The Union between Chriſt and God his Fa- 
ther is of Will, Conſent, Love, gc. What- 
ſoever God wills and makes known to Chriſt, 
Chriſt wills the fame, Whatſoever God 
does or makes known in Chriſt, Chriſt fut- 
fers and knows. And ſuch a Union as he has 
with the Father, he prays the Father the 
Sainrs may have with them both, viz. the 
foreſaid Agrecment,. ohn 17. 11,21. The 
Union of Bodies can be. bur the mingling of 
their Particles, ſo as they may lie near roge- 
ther. The Union of a Body and Mind can 
be no ſuch Nearneſs, but only a Union of 
Uſe and Concern ; the Mind uſes the Body, 
and 1s concern'd at.ts being ſoand ſo. The 
Union of two Minds can be nothing bne 
chinking the ſame Thoughts, or being con- 
ſcious. of one another's Thoughts : bur a 
ereared or imperfe& Mind cannot poffibly 
be. conſcious of all the Thoughts of the ſelt- 
ſafficient, or all-perte& Mind, or think at 
all after rhe ſame manner ; if it could, it 
were not .imperfe& or dependent : the Crea- 
rure can think burt'in 1ts bounded meaſure, 
ſome. of the ſame Thoughts God thinks, 
and not rhem . in the ſame manner. How- 
ever, if two Minds could think exactly the 
fame Thoughts, that would not make them 
perſonally one, any more than two Bodies 
oeing of the fame Figure would make them 
the ſame numerically. 

Now as there can be nothing which is 
neither God nor Creature, ſo there can be 


NQ=.- 


9” It | 


” IM 


(17) 


torhing which is both creared and uncreared. 
And thoſe People who think they effettually 
reſolve all Difficulties in the Matter in dif- 
pute, by ſaying Chriſt was ſo and fo as he 
was God, and fo and fo as he was Man, ne- 
ver confider thar they beg the Queſtion, and 
fpeak as fooliſhly as it one thonld fay, Peter, 
as he was Peter, denied his Matter, but Pe- 
ter as he was John did not deny his Maſter ; 
or as if one ſhould ſay, a Lie, as it is Truth, 
1s to be believed and affirmed, bur a Lie as 
it'1s a Lie 1s to bedenied or disbelieved ; or 
as'if one ſhould ſay, a Trinitarian, as a Man, 
15s under a Miſtake, bur as he 15 ſomething 
elſe 1s infallible, 

Now if we can find no Notion implanted 
by God in our Minds conformable or recon- 
ctleable to the Dofrine of the Trinity, viz. 
thar God moſt High-is more than one Being 
or Perſon, or that one Being or Perſon can 
be both Father and Son, Creator and Crea- 
ture, or other than the Father of all things, 
or the Father of Chriſt, or that God Al- 
mighty can beget any thing equal with, or 
as great as himſelf, we may well conclude 
the DoGrine of the Trinity is a groundlefs 
Opinion, And that our Underſtanding 15 
ſuch as is capable of knowing whatever 1s 
needful for us-to know of God, if we will 
not belteve our inward or Spiritual Senſe; 
and our Reaſon, the Apoſtle Paul tells us 
the ſame, Rom. 1. 19, 20, 21. That what 
may be known of God is manifeſt in Men, for 
God hath ſhewed'ir ro them; and the 1n- 
viſible things of him from the Creation of 
the World are clearly ſeen, being under- 
ſtood by the things that are made, even his 
eternal Power and' Godhead, Could the 
Gedhead (yea the Attribute of Eternity, 
which ſome urge as one unintelligible Poinr 
of Faith to perſwade the' Belief of another, 
viz. that Two and One 'are but One) be 
known even to Men who glorified him not ? 
And will you fay that thoſe thar love and fear 
him, can't find ' enough, either' in him 
or in his Works, to' convince them, what he 
1s,. and whether he be one, or whether he 1s 
not alone, bur has others ſuch as himſelf, 


even without expreſs Revelation ? Whi ch 
we have alſo as a Rule, if duly uſed, ſu th- 
cient (as moſt Proteſtants acknowledg) to 
inform our Underſtanding, and dererm ine 
our Faith in all things neceflary to Salvation, 
beyond all Fear-of being miſtaken in this, 
or other Matters. Concerning which Rule I 
ſhall, firſt, remind you, chat it nothing can 
be {aid to be reveal'd to us which we can't 
underſtand or: know, and to ſay ſo is the 

ſame as to fay we can be made know wh at 
we cannot be avle ro know 5, Secondly,thar if 
thar which is true in Reaſon, cannot be falſe 
by Scriprure, and we have no Cauſe to take a- 
ny Paſſage in Scripture in a Senſe contrary to, 
or beſide thoſe Notions-God has given us ; 
Thirdly, if we muſt not make-one Text 
ſpeak contrary, - or inconſiſtent withrhe reſt, 
bur if rhere are- Places - obfeure and doubt- 
fal, we muſt rather remain undetermined 

abour them, than deny the plain Ones, and 

rather ground our Faith on the-many Texts, 

and whole current of Scripture, than on a 

tew oppoſed to them ; then I ſay, 

Where the Scripture faith, Chriſt and his 
Father are- one, we - cannot underſtand ir 
of Oneneſs of Being, or Nature, or Num- 
ber ; becauſe the Scripture always repre- 
fents Chriſt and his Father ro us, as Per» 
ſons, or Beings really, and apparently, and 
numerically diſtin, as any ot his Apoſtles 
were from him, or from one another, nor 
the ſelf-ſame, bur two Selfs; and ſuch a 
Diſtin&ion cannot confift with the Notion of 
Oneneſs of Being, Perſon, or Number. God 
we are often told is bur one, and the Father 
15 ſaid to be that one ; Fohn 17. 3. Mar. 12. 
29,32. 1 Tim. 1.17. Fud.25. Mal, 2. 19. 
I Cor, 8. 4, 5. 1 Tim. 2. 5. Exod. 8.10. 
1 Kings 8. 23. 2 Chron. 6. 14. Deut. 6. 4. 
2 Kings 19. 15, Eph. 4. 6, Jam. 2.19. Neh, 
G. 6, Pſal. 86.10. Iſa. 44.: 6, 8. and 45, 8, 
22, 1 Cor.15.28. Joh.10.25. 2 Cor. 1. 3. and 
11, 31. 7am, x3. 17. But the Unicy of 
Father and Son muiſt F- fuch as 4s cont:itent 
with Duality in Nuniver, Nature aid Per- 
ſon, as is Oneneſs of Will, Deſign, Con- 
ſerit, Jon 17. 11, 22, 23. Where the 
Sc rip- 
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Scripture fairh there are rhree rhat bear 
witneſs in Heaven, the Father, the Word 
and the Spirit, and chete rhree are one ; 
Wwe cannot take tliis Union ro be of Being, 
Perſon, Nature or Number, any more than 
that cf the three on Earch (ane of which 
is one of thete) becauſe rhere are to many 
things ſaid of rhem inconiiftent with that 
Opinion, repreſenting rhem diftinct ; bur 
that Onenels 15 of Teſtimony or Agreement 
in the thing witneſſed, as appears by the 
Scope and Context, and which Notion of 
Onencfs agrees with orher Scriprures : if it 
were Oneneſs of Being, or Number, they 
could nor be truly ſaid ro be three Witnel- 
fes, Or uwagTveevTess 

Again ; where the Scripture calls Chriſt 
God, or attributes any thing belonging to 
Gad to him, we muſt not take it m the 
ſame Senſe as the Father is called God, or 
char any ching ot God is attributed ro him 
any turrher chan may be to a Creature ; be- 
cauſe the Farher is ſaid ro be greater than 
all, 7ohn 10. 25. greater than Chriſt, John 
14. 28. to te the only true Go, and the 
one Ged, Fohn. 17. 3. Deut. 6. 4. 1 Cor. 
8.4, 6. Eph. 4. 6. 1 Fim. 2. 5. And Chriſt 
is faid to do nothing of himſelt, and thar 
the Father doeth the Works; he prayerh 
to the Father to do this and that : which 
makes ir unpoſſible he can be thought t5 be 
God, as the Father is God the leſter, Depen- 
dent, gc. cannot be as the, greater, the In- 
dependent, gc. And where Chriſt is cal- 
led God with the greateſt Elogium, as Heb. 
I. 8. he is ſajd to. have a God, who had 
anointed him with rhe Oil of Gladneſs, and 
to have Fellons, of which Fellows the Þa- 
ther could be none, becauſe Chriſt 1s ſaid 
ro have Joy above them. God moſt high 
cannot be ſaid to have a God, be anointed, 
have any greater, or Fellows with him. 

Where the Word is {aid to be God, fup- 
poſing ir ſpoken of Chriſt (which yer 15.2 
Queſtion) ir cannot be taken thar he is God 
in the tame Seaie as he. witi: whom he 1s 
ſaid ro be; ior here are luppoied tro, 
aad b:th caunar be moſt, Bigh, nog can 


the one moſt high God be -properly ſaid to 
be wich God at ſuch a Time To fay God 
char was with God, was the fame he was 
wich, would make rhe Text Nonſenſe ; 
God can't be properly faid ro be wich him- 
felf. Bur it by the Word Aoy©- we un- 
derſtand Reaſon, as the Greeks do, that is 
Wiſdom or Underſtanding, we may under- 
ſtand it, as that in the eighth and ninth of 
Proverbs, tor a Rhetorical Deſcription, or 
Diſcourſe of rhe Wiſdom of God, how he 
began, and made all things in Wiſdom ; 
Wiſdom was with God, - of 1s, he had 
Wiſdom, . or was Wiſdom, or wiſe: and 
where the Aoy/©- is faid ro be made Fleſh 
or be Fleſh, we cannot ſuppoſe that God be- 
came a Man, bur, as the tollowing Words 
explain it, did tabernacle, or dwell in a 
Man, one of our Kind, and fo among us 
according to Col. 2. g. In him the Fulneſs 
of the Godhead dwelt bodily, that is, the Fa- 
cher abode with, and atted upon Soul and 
Body 1n a ſpecial manner : tor God's dwelling 
wirh, or preſence with any thing, is bur his 
continuing ſpecia] Operation upon jt. But 
wherever Chriſt is called a God, we may 
well rake it in ſuch a Senſe, as he himſelf 
gives us in his Anſver to the Jews when they 
went to ſtone him for ſaying he was the Son 
of God, Zahn 1c. 35,36. If thoſe are called 
Gods, fuucth he, to whom the Word of God 
came ( Pal. 82. 6.) ſay ye of him whim the 
Father hath ſan#ified, and jent, Thou blaſ- 
phemeſt, becauſe T ſaid I am the Son of God ? 
1} I &> no my Eather's Buſineſs, belicve me + 
nxt, Did rhe doing his Father's Bufineſs he 
ſent him to do;prove him God? no: bur his 
doing ir proved, him ſent; and his being 
ſanfuied, and ſent to that Work, proved 
him the Son of Gecd, and the Meffiah, and 
that he might have heen called God in fuch 
a Senſe, as thoſe ro whom. the Word came. 
But it Chrilt bad called himſelf God, which 
he. nevcr did, and would have beca under- 
food in the Triaitariau Senſe, ic would 
have been bur a Shitr, or Equivocation, or 
ar leaſt, a weax Ailertion of the thing, ro 
lay the Scripture caiis Men Gods, therefore 
You 
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you muſt believe me God Almighty. Bur 
it the Scripture called Men Gods, and the 
Sons of the moſt High, that are judges, 
Rulers, or Meflengers from God to the Peo- 
ple, as were thoſe in P/al. 82. as 1s evident 
by reading ir, much more might Chritt in 
that Senſe be called Gcd, and the Son of the 
Higheſt, who is the chief and Corner-ſtone, 
the Head of the Building, the Meſſiah, 
the great Ambaſſadour or Pleniporenttary 
from God to Man, and fo in God's ſtead, 
as Moſes alſo was in a lower Order. Burt: 
the Father alone ( who is greater than all ) 
is the God of Gods, who judgeth among 
the Gods, P/ſal. 82. 1. and where Chriſt is 
called Lord of Lords, and King of Kings, 
tis not to be meant without Exception of 
the Father, bur only as over the reſt of the 
Creation, as he is Head of them under Ged 
the Father. 


Again; thoſe things are faid of Chriſt 


which can in no Senie be ſaid of God, as 
that he was a Man, the Son ot Man, was 
born and died (like a Man, like one of che 
Princes, Pſal. 82. 7.) was raiſed again, gc. 
God is unchangeable, theretore the Son 
thar has undergone ſo many Changes, and 
muſt have more, viz. to come from Hea- 
ven, and reign a thouſand Years, and ther 
ro give up the Kingdom to another, and be 
ſubje&, cannor be the moſt high God, 1 Cor. 
I 5. 27, 28, arrtyaozrz, ſhall be in a low- 
er Order. Again, as 

The Scripture ipeaketh of God in thou- 
ſands of Places, as one ſingle Being or Per- 
ſon, we muſt net contradiat ſo many plain 
Texts, tho there were tome teiv Places, Or 
Expretfions that ſeem to inter that he 15 
more than one. As for any Names of God 
that are -or ſeem to be Plurals in Hebrew, 
as IIS DUR 27D. they are either 
Words took trom Idolaters, and continucd 
by the Eebrews in the plural Form, though 
uled as Singulars, as 1n Gen, I. I, RU 
SIT1NR a Verb Singular being joined ; and 
it is not unuſual in other Words where Plura- 
liry cannor be meant,as P/al, 45. 7. Chrilt is 
called Oy14OR yer we don't thence argue 


more Chriſts. So Proverbs 9. 1. MOR 
Wiſdom hath builded her Hoſe , or elſe 
choſe Plural Nouns or Verts thar are uſed 
ct God, are uſed on the account of Ho- 
nour or Excellency, as Kings fay we, of 
which we might give divers Examples. 
Bur thoſe rhings cannor with any reafon be 
oppoled to the Divine Unity to plainly de- 
clared in Scripture ; and when God is ſaid 
to be one, and thar there is none befides 
him, though Moſes, Solomon, Fernſalem, 
Altars, Places, gc. are called Gods, or 
by the Names of God, we muſt nor think 
any of them to be indeed Gods equa! with 
the Father of all things. And though 
che Trinitarians may curſe all thoſe Gods 
that made not the Heavens and Earth, 
and therefore don't bleſs ſes, Solomon, 
Rings or Prophets to whom rhe Word came, 
or the Man Chrift of the Unjtarians, and 
call them talfe Gods, they ſpeak inconfide- 
rately, and apply that Scripture wrong ; for 
though Moſes, Chriſt, or others that God 
Almighty calls Gods on ſome account, 
did not make the Heavens, and the Earth, 
they are nor to be called talfſe Geds, or 
curſed, bur were truly Gods in ſuch a 
Senfe as God Almighty called rhem ſo. 
The Angels who are commanded to borr 
down, or honour Chriſt, are called Geds, 
I hope nor talſe Ones, P/al. 57. 7. Magi- 
ſtrates are called fo, P/z/.82. 1. and 138. 1, 
bur the talfe and curted Geds are the Fi@i- 
ons of Men, called Gcds otherwiſe than 
they are by thoſe that change che Glory of 
the incorruprible God iato an Image like 
corruprtible Man, Birds and Four-tooted 
Feaſts, and creeping things,and wortitip and 

ſerve the Creature more than rhe Creator. 
Again; when Worthip is ſaid to be given 
ro Chriſt, it does nor toflow therefcre he 
is God Almighty, or that the fame Wor- 
ſhip 1s ro be given to him, as is ro ke given 
to the Father ; tor the Father is greater 
than he; but only the greateſt Love, 
Eſteem, Honour, Obedicnce, gc. due to 4 
Creature for God's fate, as Men honour an 
Ambaſſador tor In: Maſicr's fake, as repre- 
L-nonz 


Foh: 
5. 23. There is their degree of Honour 
or Worſhip due to our Parents, and all our 


'Betters. 


ſenting the King himſelf. 'So-Chrift, 


I now come to conſider the Matter accord- 
-Ing to the laſt Rule I laid down, viz. 


That we muſt not interpret any Scripture, 
or afſert any Propofition, ſo as that rhence 
may be deduced dire&ly, or by plain con- 
ſequence, any evil Inference, or what 15 
againſt the Scope and Defign of Holy Scrip- 
ture. All Scripture that 1s divinely infſpi- 
red, is profitable. for Do&rine, or Teaching, 
for Reproof, for Corre&ion, and Inſtruftion 
in Righteouſneſs, -that the Man of God 
may be turniſh'd to every good Work ; fo 
that thar can be no true Doftrine that doth 
not tend to good, and yield profitable Uſes. 
The Doftrine of the Trinity by moſt is con- 
feſs'd to be undiſcoverable without Revela- 
tion, and how far ſoever reveal'd, incompre- 
benfible : but tro what purpoſe God ſhould 
reveal ſuch a Dofrine, (if ir may be ſup- 
pos'd revealable ) or require us to affirm 
ſomething of him that ſeems contradiory, 
or which we don't underſtand, ' I. .cannor 
conceive, That this Dodtrine hath any 
go0d uſe, or influence on the Mind to make 
3t better, or 4s ſo neceſlary to Salvation, I 
rever heard made out : bur rhat it hath ma- 
ny evil Tendencies I ſhall here ſhew you ; 
which is a great Argument a Poſteriori, that 
It is not true, the Truths of God never na- 
turally influencing to Evil ; and if the Tri- 
nitarian Doqrine do, thence you may be 
convinced that you will not well be indit- 
ferent whether you be in the righr or the 
wrong in this matter. 

The firſt and great Dury we owe to God 
(and which is our proper and chief Bufineſs) 
is to love him above a!l, with all our Heart, 
#1] our Soul, and all our Mind ; this is the 
grear Command ; this 1s the Sum of the Law, 
yea, and the Gofpel roo. Now this Duty 
cannor be done ro God bur as to One, or as 
Se is One z we cannot love the Father with 
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all our Heart, if we love another who is 
not the Father with equal Love. If the 
Father is greater than all, he muſt have the 
greateſt Love. It he be greater than all, 
he is the Original and Caufe of all Being, 
Power and Goodneſs ; and the Effe&ts muſt 
not be eſteemed as the Cauſe. Whatever 
15 moſt like God, is next to him mot lovely, 
The Unitarians believe, as we are taught in 
Scripture, that Chriit is the expreſs Image 
of the Father's Subſtance, ro be loved in 
the ſecond place as our felt. The Dodrine 
of the Trinity perſwades that there are 
tivo others equal with rhe Father, and con- 
fequently that muſt have as much Love, and 
fo dividing makes it impoſſible to give the 
higheſtAﬀe&ion to any. Likewiſe is that Ho- 
nour due to God divided, and two or three 
are made Sharers, ſo that there can be none 
whom we honour moſt. So moſt abſurd is 
the common Doxology of the Trinitarians, 
For Chriſt's fake, to whom (putting Chriſt 
in the firſt place) with thy Self and Holy 
Spirit, be all Honour, Glory and' Praiſe. 
Now if all be given to the Three, ir muſt 
be divided; bur all to each, which the 
Words import, 1s impoſſible, and Nonſenſe. 
As inconfiderate 1s their Wiſh of the King- 
dom to Chriſt for ever and ever, when the 
Scripture faith he muſt once give ir up to 
the Father. Moreover, the Trinitarian Do- 
Arine does not only equal Chriſt with the 
Father in all reſpe&s, bur repreſents him as 
exceeding the Father himſelf in Goodneſs, 
Kindneſs, and Mercy, as if Chriſt were the 
principal Mover, and Procurer of our Hap- 
pinefs, and the Father nor fo ready to for- 
give, and do us good, but that Chriſt per- 
fades him ; bur ro whar purpoſe I know 
not, if he himſelf be as able and more wil- 
ling to do for us. ; 

In ſhort, all other Duries we owe to God, 
as to truſt in him as Almighty, to believe 
him as moſt True, to obey him as Soveraign 
of all things, cannor be done bur as to one. 
To have more than one Obje& of theſe 
Ads of Worſhip, comes to no lefs than rhe 
Breach of che firſt Commandment. 

Agaut, 


Again ; the Trinitarian Opinion tends to 
influence. us . to diſhonour God by: having 
mean or low Thoughts of Him, God is a 
Being inconceivably high above us, and di- 
ſtagt infinitely in Nature and Excellency 
from us; he 1s inviſible, and dwells in un- 
approachable Lighr, and no Eye hath ſeen 
him at any time. Bur it we believe he 
came trom Heaven, from that Invifibilicy, 
was. made . Fleſh, became a Man, and ſo 
dwelt among us ; was born, a Child of a 
Woman, lived ſo many Years on Earth, 
ſubje& ro many of the Infirmities of fin- 
ful Men ; was killed by wicked Hands, gc. 
If we believe that he who was ſeen with 
mortal Eyes, and handled with finful Hands, 
1 Foh. 1. 1. who was like.us mn all things, 
Sin only. excepted,' ,was God. by Nature ; 
Does not this incline us to think God like 


unto us; and bring down the Moſt High 


1n our Imaginations, ſo that we. get low, 
carnal, groſs Apprehenfions of him, and 
make us too bold wjth him ? May not 
thefe Notions plainly  be-.ſeen. to be the 
Source and Original of thoſe many irreve- 
rent, bold, yea blaſphemous things ſo com- 
monly taught or faid of God, as aſcribing 
to him properly things belonging only to 
Creatures ? the talking of God's Suffering, 
calling the Virgin Maty God's Mother, wor- 


ſhipping a bir of Bread as God, bowing to 


Images, @&c. Is not this the Riſe of thoſe 
nonſenſical and blaſphemous Oaths, ſuch as 
{wearing by God's Blood, Death, Wounds, 
Sores, Foot, and the like ? 

On the other fide, this Dofirine equally 
trends to raiſe us in our own Conceit, inaſ- 
much as it is afſerted, that he that was the 
Son of Man, the Son of Abraham, the Son of 
David, the Son of Mary, our Brother, was 
not, or not only the Son of God by an extra- 
ordinary Production, viz. without a natural 
Father, bur ſo by eternal Generation, by natu- 
ral neceſſity equal with the Father, ſuch as 
the Father could not be God without him ; 
and yer he 1s like us in all things, Sin only 
excepted. This tends tro make Man think 
himſelf more like and nigh to the Moſt 
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High than indeed he is: we are all too apt 
to have too low Thoughts of God, and too 
high of. our ſelves, without being raught 
ſuch DoArines., 

Another Evil of this DoQtrine, that teach- 
eth that Chriſt is God equal with the Fa- 
ther, 1s, Thar it leaves us withour chat En- 
couragement we might have ro follow his 
Example, looking on him only as a Man: 
For it he were God, he could nor be tempt- 
ed to fin, or obey, or ſuffer, and give us a 
Pattern of reſiſting the Allurements to Evil, 
of Obedience, and choofing Suffering rather 
than Sin ; we can have ro hopes or poſſibil:- 
ty of walking as he walked : bur it we look 
upon him bur as a Man, even the Second 
Adam, a Man once more in Innocency, to 
leave the firſt Adam inexcuſable, by ſiewing 
that he might have obeyed it he would, 
tho his Temptation had been greater, and 
ſo to convince and bring us to Repentance ; 
if we look upon him as a Man who retiſt- 
cd all that Earth and Hell could do to take 
away his Innocency, to give us an Example 
what we ought to do, and muſt aim at doing, 
if ever we will be acceptable ro God, and 
happy, we ſhall be encouraged (as his Diſci-_ 
ples ought to do) ro deny our ſelves, take up 
Qur Croſs, and follow him, whoſe Example 
and Precepts are the two chiet things where- 
by the End of his Miſſion is accompliſhed. 

Another Evil of the Trinitarian DoQrine, 
is, That as it is taught to be the ground 
of Religion, and abſolutely neceſlary to Sal- 
vation, it lays a heavy Burden on the Con- 
ſciences of the poor ſimple zealous Ser- 
vants of God, being alſo a Myſtery, a Deprh 
unſearchable, incomprehenfible, in which 
{carce three of the greateſt Dottors are well 
agreed, All muſt beljeve the Godhead to b 
Three. . How perplex'd may an honeſt Sou 
be, Icſt he ſhould miſs and not have the true 
Notion of this neceffary Myſtery, when che 
Teachers cannot help them, and they find 
ſo much Scripture contrary or incontiſtenr 
with ic? There is, no way for a thinking 
conſcientious Man to be eaſy ; he that will 
be ar reſt (as moſt indeed do) muſt for- 

C bear 


to ſay 


bear:x9 conGdey-ir, farisfying himſelf 

as a Parrot,One God,and three Perſons, with- 

out ever queſtioning what is meant by . 
Azaia ; the DoGirine of the Friniry app 


rently diſparages the Scripture to thoſe that 
ſuppoſe it. reveal'd therein, as it makes it a 
Book repugnant to the Underſtanding God 
has given us, unfurable to rhe Mind of Man, 
contrary and diſagreeing with ir..felf, re- 
fleting hard upon God and Chrift, making 
them ſpeak Contcaditions. Nothing 1s 
more plainly and frequently afferted there, 
tan that God Almighty is one, and thar. 
the Father.of Chriſt 15. this one God : Chriſt 
himſelf hath rold us ſo, rhe Prophers and 
Apoſtles told us ſo, Det. 6. 4. fob. B. 54.. 
& 17. 3. 1 Cor. 8,6. Heb. 10. 5, 6, 7, &Cc. 
bur norwithſtanding theſe and a_ rhouſand 
Places that afſert the Unity of God, that he. 
is the Original .and Fountain of all Being ; 
thar'whatfoever Chriſt was, did, and had, 
he received of him, who is greater than he, 
who had reſerved ſome things. in. his own 
Power and RKnowledg; norwithſtanding 
Chriſt ſo often difclaims the doing his' own 
will, his own. Work, rhe ſeeking his own 
Qtlory ; norwitbſtanding he ſo. prays 
to God, and once for what he.ſeemed to be 
ig fome degree ignorant of his Father's Will 
abour, viz. the paſſing of rhe Cup, not- 
withſtand!ng he once cry-d our, My God, 
my Ged, why haſt thou forſaken me ? yer. 
rheſe perverſe. Men maintam a Doftrine 
fom ſome tew. miſtaken Places of Scriprure, 
rl1O it th gens contrary and repugnant 
>. fo many mcſt plain ones. . Bur. I have 
:20k notice that when they diſcourſe of rhis 
Point, they negJeR, .or. fteem unwilling to 
mMeuion and coni:der the, many plain Pha- 
s5.againſt chem ; bar rhe; Unitarians are 
frequently examining rhoſ?, Places urged, 
againſt therp, . and. reconciling them to the 
reſt : Ast&t Example, Where the Trinirta- 
:4ans make, a; Place, ſpeak, _ as if Chriſt 
thought it his natural Righrro be,equal with 
God, Phil. 2..6. the reconciling Senſe 13, 
he -rhought of. .no fuch Robbery, _ cHe we. 
dg. nat+ be. cxhoned to be-like.. minded: _ 
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_— rhe ary or Image cannor- in Na-- 
rure ign? with che thing it 
1s the oberg us 
Again ; the Trinitarian Opinion, as it 5 
aftirm'd to be a neceflary Arricle of Faith, ., 
makes. the Scriprure dark, and an uncomplexr 
Rute of Faith ; whereas no unprejudiced Rea- 
der, without being firft raught this Dodrine | 
otherwiſe, can. poſſibly find it rherem. . 
Again ; this Dodtrine as it. diſparazeth- 
Scriprure, fo ir conſequently- commenderk: - 
blind Traditions, even of Antichriſt hym-- 
felf. It is well known to the World, that. 
the Proteſtants generally agree, that rhe 
Pope, . as the Head of the Roman Apoſtacy, . 
15. the Man of: Sin or Antichriſt; and it-- 
15. as well known that: the Popes and: 
Church of Rome generally have held, and 
do hold,che-Do@rine of rhe Trinity and Per- - 
ſonof Chrif}, juſt as the Proreſtans do; and 
they and the Proteſtants both count theſe. 
Dottrines as rhe. Fundamentals of their Re- - 
ligien ; fo that: the Procefiant Trinitarians 
agree wich Antichriſt in Fundamentals: Bit” 
it ts very unlikely-that Amichriſt, or-rhe 
Man of Sin, that wicked One, according - 
ra the Defcriprion of him, 2. Theſe 2. 
is-ſach a one as holds the Fundamentals of 
rrue Religion , _ found and uncorrapred : 
and if the Popes, and Church of Rome, are 
ſound in the Fundamemals of. Chriſtian 
Religion, . it wilf be a hard marrer for Pro- 
reftanrs ro prove them Antichriſt. Bur it 
isFehink- more likely char the Pope is Antet- 
chriſt, and the-Churett. of Rome ſpirittral 
Babylon, for this very Cauſe ther they hold - 
chis Dofrine of the Trinity, _ and that rhe 
greateſt part-of Proteſtants are nor wholly 
come out -of the. Great City that reignerh 
over the Rings of _the Earth. The Mark of- 
the. Great:Whore, _ the Mother- of -Harlots, _ 
or Bawd, 1s Myſtery; and the Beaſt thar- 
carried her is full-of Names of Blaſphemy. 
Lerys a lirde confider this Man of Sin, and .- 
this Whore, this Antichriſtian DefeQtion : _ 
It- is a falling away from the plain Trachs- 
and Life of the Goſpel ; to what? to My- 
fteries, and rhar of Iniquiry,, . ne and -- 
Jing 
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lying Wonders, believing of Lics. Allthe 
Aﬀereers of the Doftrine of the Trinity cry 
Myſtery, Myftery ; we muft reverently be- 
eve theſe things, rho we do nor underſtand 
them, they are facred adorable Myftcries; 
we nyt adore thoſe profound things, tho 
we don't know what they are. This Myſte- 
: rious Woman, or Church of Rome, is drank 
with the Blood of the Saitits and Martyrs of 
Jefis : Who are thefe Martyrs bur fach as 
could nor believe ſome or orher of her My- 
ſterices; rhoſe thar would in any meaſure uſe 
. their own Un worſhip God 
23 they themſelves chought beſt; rhoſe rhar 
| not be conrenred with —_— Fairh, 
and beheve as the Church beheved, and 
fubjeR cheir Underftandings to her prectoiis 
Sons, whoſe proud Affumption of the Name 
Orthodox was enough to make them ſufpeR- 
'ed? Theſe O Teachers when they 
had ar _ —_— over the old Faith, 
ſubdued 2a all the Weſt ro their myfti- 
ca} Opimons, and ruled them with all decei- 
vablenefs of Unrighteouſne(s: and it was 
nor fo much their care (and 'tis roo much 
fo among us now) who lived well or iN, as 
who were ox, that is, confenred to 
all che blind Opinions rhefe Men were pleas'd 
to pur npon them. The Church of Rome 
from che firſt falling away, hath always moft 
violendy' perſecured: thoſe thar would not 
believe the Dodrine of the Trinity, or its 
Branches, as the Rea? Preſence, Tranfub- 
ftantiarion, the Conveniency and Neceſfiry 
of worſhipping Wafers and Images, and 
bekieving as the Church believes. 

Aga ; Antichrift is faxd ro fit in the 
Temple of God (that is, the Church chat 
fhouid. be fo) as God, or fhewing himſelf 
thar he 1s Gd, The Pope of Rome aſſerts 
Chriſt tobe God Almighry, God by Nature, 
whom the Scripture declares as God's Em- 
baffador, or Vicar : from which he raiſeth 
Chriſt into the Throne of God Almighty 
himſelf. Andas he raifeth Chriſt from the 
right Hand off God into his very Throre ; 
ſo he raiferh himſelf from being a Bifttop 


.of a Church at Rome, (equall'd' by any- 


other Biſhop) to be Chriſt's Vicar ; thar is, 
according t6 che Trinmarian Do@rine, God 
Altmghty's Vicar, or as God, that is, juſt 
im che true place of Chriſt, and ſo ke is 
properly call'd Anrichrift, as he is a falſe 
Chrift, got imto tte true Chriſt's phace, 
where he exerciferh the Power that is only 
Chriſt's, by the Gift of God, as to forgive - 
Sits, make Laws and Ordinances in the 
Church, gc. and where he upholderh by 
Credit by lying Wonders, ſuch as Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, or Conſfubſtantiation, with the 
Tricks and Juggles to perfivade thern. O 
that ever there ſhoald be ſuch ſtrong De- 
haGoft! as that any ſhould believe that a 
Prieft, a vite Fellow, by ſaying Hooks Pocns, 
or hve eft Corpus, over a bit of Bread, ſhowld 
tranſmane it inco the Body of Chriſt, ths 
none cart ſee the myſterious Change ; and 
that there this ſuppoſed: rranſmured Wafer 
mult be worſhipped as cheir Maker, God Al- 
mighty ; and then: that vile Men ſhould be of 
ſuck unſpeakable Pewer and Cruelty, as to 
eat him when they kad done. Here's myſtied 
Work for yon - This caifie to paſs becauſe 
they received tot rhe Love of the Trith 
that they mighe be ſaved, viz. tliat God is 
one, even the Farher of our Lord Jeſis 
Chriſt, and chr he is a Spirie, and to be 
worſhipped in Spirit and Truth, and Chrift 
eruly his anovinred Meſletiger. 

Again; Chrift came to deftroy the Works 
df the Devil, and he will come again to de- 
ſtroy Antichriſt with the Spiric of Itis 
Mouth, and the Brightnefs of his Coming, 
his Word, and the clear Manifeſtarion of ir, 
and of himfelf. Whar was the grand Work 
of the Devil bur ro ſet up the Werſhip of 
more Gods, as he did among the Pagans ? 
Antichriſtianiſm is bur a recurning to, or 
reſtoring again a ſort of refhned Paganiſm, 
The Dragon gave Power to the firſt Beaſt, 
and when rhe ſecond Beaſt- cometh up, he 
exerciſeth the Power of the firſt Beaft ; and 
tho he had Horns like a Lamb, he fpake as 
the Dragon, and commanded to make an 
Image of the firſt Feaſt, and had Power 
ro give Lite unto chat Image, and to _ 
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thar as many as would nor worſhip the 
Image ſhould be killed, viz. thoſe that 
- would not join in this refined Paganiſm, and 
worſhip, if not 30000, yer three Gods, and 
as many Wafers, Images, Crofles, Relicks, 
and Saints, (9c. as will more than 3o times 
make up that Number. Burt ler but one 
God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, be worſhipped, who is an inviſible 
Spirir or Mind, in Spirit and in Truth, and 
all che Paganiſm of the Popes, and all the 
Popery of the Proteſtancs will fall rogether, 
which God grant cage 

Then that implicit, enfolded, confuſed 
Faith, which is counted ſo neceflary nor 
only in the Church of Rome, but among all 
the Proteſtant Trinitarians, will be no lon- 
ger implicit, bur the neceſlary Faith will be 
sAtyy ©, Heb.11,1, a Conviftion, or con- 
vidive Argument. Let us a little farther 
confider the Evil of maintaining an implicir 
Faith, or Faith of Myſteries, as neceflary to 
Salvation, of which a ſort of cunning de- 
Gening Men are the Teachers and Expoun- 
ders, I would ſay Confounders. It a thing 
be once thought to be neceſlary to Salvaci- 
on, eſpecially if it be an eafy thing, how 
xeady will People be to imbrace it, all would 
be ſaved, (ar leaſt from the unpleaſing Fruits 
of Sin) the Faith in the Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, or any other enfolded Faith is fo much 
the eafier to be had, as there-1s the leſs 
Pains took to conſider it : ro take it upon 
eruſt, wichout ever examining 1t,. 15 the rea- 
_ dieſt way to have a firm Belief, and be Or- 


thodox ; hereby Negligence and Sloth 'are , 


mdulged, which People love. Burt why 
ſhould our Teachers fo mightily urge ſuch 
Dodtrines ? | 
After I had read the Hiſtories of the Per- 
fecurions from the Church of Rome, I long 
ftudicd e're I could find out the Cauſe why 
tlc Belief of Tranfubſtantiarion (a Branch 
of the Dodrine that Chriſt is God)) was the 
principal Teſt, and that for which rhoſe 
that could nor blindly or fallly aſſert ir, were 
moſt vigorouſly and cruelly perſecuted ; why 
thas moſt abſurd Point was the chicf thing 


ſo long go ering ro make a true Believer 
and Son of the Church : bur at length E 
found it, viz. that being the moſt unreaſo- 
nable and abſurd thing could be invented, 
thoſe that once believed that, might believe 
any thing the Clergy, as they call'd them- 
ſelves, (bur im truth a pack of Knaves) 
ſhould unpoſe upon them; and that thereby 
they 'might rule them, and get their Tem- 
porals for feeding them with their prerend- 
ed Spiriruals, their Myſteries. Profit and 
Honour was the Defign of theſe Maſters of” 
Myſteries, by theſe they. got to that exceed- 
ing height of Pride and Riches .in former 
Days, and fo exalred themſelves above the 
People, even. to be eſteem'd God-makers, 
and to be exempt from being under civil Ju- 
riſdiftion, to live at Eaſe without La- 
bour, gc. And the ſame lording ic over 
the Peaple, who are the true Clergy or He- 
ritage,..1 Pef. 5. 3. (the: word is xAneC-) 
1s ſtrll roo much amongſt us, and Myſteries 
are ſtjll- neceflary. ro uphold the Credit of 
thoſe who love the Profit of diſpenting them. 
Now: thefe Men who have the Honour and 
Profit of being:the Maſters and Teachers of 
theſe deep myſtical things, when they have 
met with choſe who could ſee through the 
Deceir, and were able by rational Ways to 
oppoſe and. dere  rhem, and they found 
themſelves nor ſo, well furniſhed with ſpiri- 
tual Weapons to. defend their bad Cauſe, 
they have ſtill been running to carnal ones, 
their Pride would. not ſuffer them to ac- 
knowledg their Errors, and be convinced, 
and their Coyetouſneſs makes - chem dread 
the Ilue of ſuch Conviction : So having 
not Scripture, the Sword of the Spirit, ſuf- 
fictent on their fide, they make uſe of the 
Sword of the Magiſtrate, (the Sword of Sr. 
Paul is more uſetul than the Keys of Sr. Pe- 
ter) they ger Laws enacted againſt their 
Opponents, get Kings and Parliaments on 
their fide ro 1mpriſon, hang, or burn thoſe 
they can't confure, or art leaſt ro burn and 
forbid their Books and Sermons.. But for 
my part I ſhould preſently ſufpett thar 
Church, and her DoGtrine, it I knew it nor, 
and- 
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and had no other Reaſon, thit ſhould ger a 
Law made, that all People muſt ſay and do 


@ the teacheth, and I would be a Difſenter 


from her. A Religion eſtabliſh'd by Human 
Laws ſeems to want a berter Foundation, or 
be weak in ſome things : For the Truths of 
the Goſpel need nor be eſtabliſhed by Hu- 
man Law, being builr upon - the Rock 
againſt which the Gates of Hell cannot pre- 
vail, There is as little need to have a Law 
made, that we ſhould believe the Sun 
ſhines, which when we once ſee ir, we can- 
not bur preſently believe it. 

And as theſe Men uſe theſe unreaſonable 
Methods againſt thoſe thar can ſee as'well, 
or: better than themſelves; fo to keep the 
People, their Clients, ſtill from ſeeing, they 
chrow: Hell-fire in their Faces, and cry our, 
Damnable Hereſy! Have a care of ſuch Per- 
fons and Books, as you tender your Salva- 
tion; threaten Anathema-maranathas, and 
eternal Deſtruction to all choſe that don't be- 
tteve as they believe ;-ſo rhat the' poor ho- 
feſt deceived People dare nor fo muech- as 
queſtion what they teach : Bur-blefled be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
* Chriſt, that they cannot make us ſo ſenſibly 

feel theſe Thunders, as they did formerly. - 

I will not ſay thar alt choſe char preach up 
the Dofrine of the Trinity are conſcious, 
and guilty of theſe evil Ways ; many of 
them I believe are innocently under the De- 
ception of their Fore-fathers, and lie igno- 
rantly under the inveterate Bondage of Tra- 
dirion, and think they do well”; bur they 
alſo have the Profic and Eſteem that comes 
by reaching of their Myſteries, which 1s 
ſiweer, and blinds the Eyes. 

I know noChurch in England, that if their 
Preacher ſhould phinly preach up the true 
Rnowledg and Worſhip of but one God, 
would ſuffer him, but he would go nigh to 
lofe his Benefice ; ſo much has the corrupt 
Tradition of the Church of Rome rivered 
the Cuſtom of worſhipping more Gods in 
the Minds, even of the Proteſtant People. 
Nor I believe, ſhould a private Member in any 
Church openly profeſs the Belief and Wor- 


ſhip of bur one God, would he fail of be- 
ing excommunicated ; or ſhould a whole 
Church once be perſwaded to worſhip no 
more, would they readily hire a Man to 
reach them Myſteries to the contrary. 

Again ; the Doftrine of a Triniry in God, 
and Chriſt being one of rhe three, does not 
only diſhonour the Father, who is greater 
than the Son, by aflerting the Son as great 
as he, bur diſhonourerh Chriſt himſelf alſo. 
The Trinitarians perſwade themſelves that 
we diſhonour, yea and deny Chriſt, the 
Lord chat bought us, (we thank them, they 
acknowledg he bought us) bur ler us reaſon 
upon the Matter, or (it we may notuſe the 
odious: word Reaſon) diſcourſe the Poinr. 
They diſhonour Chriſt by contradifing his 
Words, where he ſaith, The Father is greater 
than He, yea than all ; that he doth nothing 
of himſelf, but hath received all Power. 
trom the Father z that the Father, is the on- 
ly true God, and (by his Apoſtle) that he 
ſhalt once- give up the; Kingdom to the Fa-- 
ther, and the Son himſelf be ſubje& ro him, 
thar God may be all in all. No, ſay they, 
Thou art co-equal, co-eternal with the Fa- 
ther ; and there is another ſo roo, even the 
Spirir,, whon+ thou ſendeft,. co-equal and 
co-eternal with you .þoth : Thou art equally 
Almighty, and haſt all Power effentially in 
thy ſelf ; the Father: is not the. only true 
God, thou art'God as much as. he,.. over all, 
bleſied for ever-more.. Juſt as Peter an- 
ſwered him as to his. Sufferings ;. Maſter, 
theſe things ſhail not befal thee : So they 
make his Words contradiory and falſe, 
make him a falſe Witneſs. Where he faith, 
T and the Father axe one, the Trinitarians ſo 
expound it as'to make it contrary and incon- 
fiſtene with his ſaying, The Father js greater 
than 1, and greater than all, and with his 
Defire that the Saints may be. one, as he and 
his Father: are one. Chriſt declares himſelf. 
ro be the Meſſiah, . the Anointed, . the Senr 
of God, the Mediator between God © and 
Sinners, the Meſſenger. of the Covenant : 
But the Trinitarians fay he is God himſelf, 
which makes it. impoſſible. he. TO 

eltt- 


+ ſent of any one, þe the Chriſt, che Anoint- 
. ed, or the Mediator berween God and S1n- 
ners. So when they ſpeak of many of the 
great things Chriſt hach done, and is, they 
tay, he is, and; does them as he 1s God, 
- erat is, as he was not Chriſt, or the Dleduu- 
ror, deſtroying his Oices, and making hin 
no Chriit: fo- thas with. erhem rhe Son of 
Man (call'd rhe Son of God, becauſe con- 
ceived by his Almighey. Power in the Virgin) 
is lirttde more than an empty Name. And as 
- they account him and rhe Holy Ghoſt each 
of them Ged;, and give them Offices, they 


do. moſt abfirdly and prefumpruaully, in ' 


:their Senfe, arcrtbure Offices vo God Al- 
iphry, noe confidering- that ro have an 
Sfhoe, is 2 Nore of SubjeCtion and. Service 
incompatible wich the Divine Being. Now 
. whe Unitarians believe all rhar is fpoken of 
«Chriſt is- fpoken of him as-Man, as he was 
of Nazareth, a Man approved of. God 
Signs and Wonders God wrought by him, 
nnto usinall ehings, Sin only excepad.; 
andbeHeve thar God has raifed him, andex- 
aket him, and given him a Name above eve» 
: . of things in Heaven and: Earth, ei- 
ther Angels or Men; and'chav he is the Head, 
the begianing of rhe- Creation of God, rhc 
: Srſt-borrr of every Ctearure. - ; 

- Conſider, dear- Sir, | how can you think 
Chriſt is honoured -or pleaſed. wich: Mens 
firivingro honour Him with Lies, with fay- 
ing be is whar he is nov, tho-icbe greater 
.than he is? You might as well. domy: the 
Riftory of him, becaute you: believe he is 
Gad: over all; and'fay- he did noc indeed de; 
yaa you do in effet ſay ſo,' vhar- fay he'is 
God; for God canner die. Bur you ſay. he 
was God and Marr in one Pevſon, and make 
him half God hatf Man, too like rhe Semider 
of rhe Pagans, and {6 confound: God andthe 
.Crearure, which you ſhould have acare of. 
one, was: the- ground” of all. Spinoſa's Athe- 
iſm, Abſurdiricy, - an Impicties, who was 
perhaps the: ſt:Arheift rharever was. 

- "Do yau think an Embaſſador would think 
kimfaf honourd; nay would ke aorthink 


T. 
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himſelf mocked by any that ſhould gire him 
the Titles of his Maſter that ſent him, and 
rell him that he is as great, or Ring himſelf, 
notwithſtanding he declares his Meſlage from 
his Prince? So is itin this Matter : Do you 
not think Chriſt was the greateſt Honourer, 
Worſhipper and Lover of God. his Father ? 
and can you think he is pleafed that you rob 
his Father of his Honour ? No certainly, he 
15 more honour'd. and pleas'd by being be- 
— _ - rok God, as he was, than 
y being ſatd ta be God Almighty, the 
Sender himſelf, as he was nor. ” 
Another Evil of the Doftrine of the Tri- 
nity, 1s the grieving the Spirits of thoſe thas 
believe there is bur one God, thoſe little 
anes. 1n Knowledg, that cannot ay 
any thing contrary to this plain Truth. 
Thaſe chat truly hanour God the Father as 
the moſt High God, and Chriſt. as his San, 
cannot. bur be much. grieved and offended, 
ta hear” the Trinicarians vent fuch diſho- 
nourable things of God. Almighty, ſuch un- 
rue things of. Chriſt his Son, ſuch: Abſurdi- 
ties and Contraditions, to ſee the Plain- 
nets of the Gaſpel ſo perverted, and to ſee 
vhe porr inconfidering People drink down 
all zhey: ſay, as Fiſhes.do Water, and. ſivim 
eafily 1& ir. Nay, is.it not a Cauſe of La-. 
mentation to-hear. (as I have done) a plain 
honeſt Nan venting Lies in. the Name of che 
Lord, which. might. cafily. be ſeen by. his 
Wonds: being contradicory, the People alſo 
hetieving: him: as ſent. of. Gd, and neither 
Teacher nar: Hearer willing to give an Ear to 
found Infirattion. ? | 
in; the Trimearian.-Dodrine, withall 
15 Branches, diſyarageth-Chriftianicy in ge» 
nerg; 'inaſmach\as. if repreſents it _—— 
on: Deftrines. nor ſixable to the Lindenſtand» 
ing:and- Capacities God has: given Mankind, 
making them deny their: moft:plain and cer- 
tain Notions. That the Farher,. Son, and 
Holy-Ghoſt; are rhree diſtin, and yer nor 
three, 'buz. age and rhe ſame, 1s.co fay, and 
then-unſay- preſently. what is ſaid. Would 
any Heatheathat had heard nothing of theſe 
things, tltat ſhould hear. the Trinitarians 
| dif- 


difcourſe of the Farher, Son; and Spirie, 
that each of them is God, apprehend any 
otherwiſe than that they were three Gods ? 
Bur then to hear them comradidtt this, and 
ſay, no, they are but: one, would: not he 


think cheſe Men want. coymmon Senſe, .or 


know not whac they fay ? The Heathens ne- 
ver aſſerted fuch Contradidtions, that their 


Gods were mavy, and yet batone. What 
Tark or Jew is likely ro be converted while 
. Being: It this bean Error, and thoſe Names 


ſuch chings are taught: {fo diagreeing with 
their undoubred Norign of one God): as the 


Fruadamentals of Chriſtenicy * This -caided... 


the Turks and Tartars ro 1mbrace: the Do- 
Qrine of ahamet, as the more provuble 


Opinion, . 
moſt 


ro this. Day: from imbracing Chriſtaniry ? 
Whar Acooum will the Truntarians give:rd 


God one Day, for caſting this Stumbling-. 


block in the way of ſo many Nations ? Are 
not. their abſurd DoQrines, with. their d3ſa- 
erecing Lives, .. that : which keeps all the 
World from being converted ? while they 
are much more buſy in finding and-main- 
taining little Subtleties in the Goſpe), than 
in keeping its pure, plain and weighty Pre- 
CePts. 


Neither 15 the Trinitarian Dodrine free, . 


I believe, from influencing ſome among us 
call'd Deifts; to diſcredit all reveal'd Religi- 
on, ſeeing the Abſu:dittes and*Contradicti- 
ons:of ir. And Deiſm indeed I rake to be a 
ſmaller Error. than Pulytheiſm. or Tritheitm, 
for the worſhipping more Gods is not only 
worſhipping Fidtions of our own, bur ir is a 
fort of Atheiſm, or denying 0f:God,. or-of, 
this Truth, _ that God "1s. the maſt perfe& 
Beinz. And-an ingenious Perf2n once told 
me, that the DoQrine of the Trinity was 
that, which for ſome time moſt tzmpred him 
22 Atheiſm. 


ny I might ſay) and that is,. to compare the 
' Trinicarian and Unitarian Dttrines, fup- 
poſing one or the cher an Error, ſo as to 


fee. on which hand ir will be ſafeſt to err; or . 
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becaule Mahomet aflerted that. 
» Notion of one God, And is. 
jr.not this that hinders' them and the Jews . 


I have a mind to do one thing + 
more before I make an end, .(inſtead of ma--. 


which will be che greateſt Error. If a. 
Umrerian can be found to err, it is only in 


, this,. in not worſhipping che moſt high God 


under forme. Names or Notions he thinks do 


, not belong to hum; he warſhips God under 


the Name ot ' Father, (whom Trinitarians 
don't deny to be God) bur not under the 
Notion.or Name . of. Son, Anointed, or Me- 
diator, 4c. thinking theſe ave no Names, 
Awribures, ot, Properncs of che moſt High - 


do: belong ma. God,. where is xhe Greatneſs . 
or Danmablevets of the Sin? If. we acknow- 
ledg m God, under the Name of Father, all 
conceivable Perieftions, where is the Here- 
ſy and Danger 2 God was not known to Abra- 
ham, I1{arc, and” Fac'h,, by his Nawe Fehv- 
vah, yer they worllipped the true God 1n.. 
Spritanmd m Truth. | 
- Bue: if: che' Trinirarians err (51 rhink 1 
have ſufficiently prored) and Chriſt, rhe - 
Anointed, the Begorren of God, rhe Son of . 
God,..are Names of a Creature, what do - 
tzey (as they chemiclves mutt needs, and: 
ſome- do, gram) tis than worſhip a Crea- - 
tine, as and with the Creator. ;. and fo break. 
the firſt and great Commandment, Tho 
ſhalt have n2 other Gods beſides me 2 Which 
wherher 1t.-be a great and dangerous Error, . 
Sir, I think it your Concern now to contider,. . 
and examine the Matter, (it you be ſtill a 
Trin'tarian) 1t you have. Truch on your fide, 
It.w1ll be but the clearcr by being tried:; if .* 
nor, neither need you tear finding it crher-: 
wite : It 15-berrer cofind ones felt in a Nil- 
take,. (no matrer how 1I0n) than. co go on”: 
erring ſt'll, I my ſelf was bred up, and in- - 
ſtructed inthe Trinirarian Dottrine, and be- 
lieved it-, without any Dificalty, while 1 
did not conſider it, bur txk ir vpon traſt, 
(as you and a!l..Trinitarzan: tor. theſe many 
laſt Ages havedone) und tor a long time re- - 
taind it. as an unqueitionable Truth, be- - 
cauſe Idid not queſtion it, till ty che more 
careful readtz the Szripture, .and ſome Tri- - 
nitarian Writings, (having never. convers's : 
wit any Unitzrians cr their Books) I found -; 
my felt ina Miltake, . aut was. forced © inm- - 
by je; oe: — I 


brace the Unitarian Dofrine T now contend 
for. Which tho 1 now firmly believe, I 
continue patiently to receive, and weigh all 
the ObjeCtions thar any body, :yea my elf, 
can ſuggeſt. - 'Nor do I poſitively promite or 


pray (as Trinirarians are fed to do) that 


my preſent meaſure of Light ſhall or may be 
the ſame ſtill; . bur amalways ready and wil- 
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maturerand moſt ferious Conſideration. Nor * 


-did*L ever: hear. of any that once thoughr- 
'rhey -had © Reaſon-ro leave the Trinitarian 


ling to have.things ſtill made our more clear- 
ly. ro me; thinking that as my Obedience to-. 


the Commands of God ought'to be moxe and 
more exa&, .che longer I live; and if nor, ir 
is a very bad Sign; ſo my Knowledg, the 


older I grow, ought to be the greaterand 
more perfe&t. Tho as to theſe Propofitions, 
thar rhere is bur one ſupreme Perſon, Be- 
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Opinion, / and imbraced- rhe Unitarian, - that -. 
did ever recant; but:continued therein fa-: 
risfied as their - laſt and” ripeſt Judgment ; 
whilſt ' it is no new thing'for a Trinicarian . 
ſome time or. other co conteſs himſelf. miſta- 
ken -in the- Opimon' of his Childhood and. 
Prejudioe, the greateſt part :of' the Unitatis . 
ans of theſe larer Ages having firſt, for ſome ': 
time, -been carried along with the Streamin ; 
the. Trinicarian Miſts or Myſteries, and Dark- - 


. neſs... And tho I conteſs my ſelf very confi- _ 


ing, or God, and that the Father 'of our. 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt is this God ; and thar Je- 


; ſus Chrift his Son is nor Gcd equal in Pow--. 


er, Majeſty; or any Perfeftion, with his: Fa- 


ther, bur a Man. like unto us in all rhings, 


Sin only excepted ; whom God hath raiſed, 
and given a Name above every Name in 
Heaven and in Earth, the Giver :only ex- 
cepred ; I ſee no Likelihood that I ſhall ever 


alter my Mind, it being the Fawh of my : 


dent in my preſent Faith in this Matter, yer » 
I am far. from raſhly cenſuring the. Trinitari-. 
ans as £0 theie-furure State, 'or-rhreatning -- 
whar their Opinion wiltone Day:coſt them, :_ 
or how Chriſt will force them. to: recanr, :as. 
I have commonly : been threatned-by them, 
but defire ro carry my felf. (as moſt Unita- 
rians T am acquainted with. do) with all 
Love, Tenderneſs:. and: Modeſty, rather 
thinking rhe beſt than che worſtiof every.,- 
Man: fn 5g og RO 7; foo 
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